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We Welcome Jake Back 
 
He’s back!  You may recall our EHS specialist, 
Jacob Thorson, left CHESS about ten months ago, 
having been courted away to Target.  Well, after his 
foray into corporate America with a desk job and 
endless spreadsheets and bureaucracy, he has 
decided to return to us!  
 
Jake will be resuming his role as the primary contact 
for your environmental compliance.  He returns to us 
maintaining his Certified Hazardous Materials 
Manager credential.  He is also the vice president 
and future president of the Alliance of Hazardous 
Materials Professionals, North Star Chapter.  With 
over 6½ years of environmental compliance 
experience with companies ranging from those that 
generate less than 10 lbs. of hazardous waste in a 
year, to those that generate over 100,000 lbs. in a 
month, Jake can help you with all of your 
compliance concerns.   
 
We are glad to have him back, and he looks forward 
to once again serving you!  Jake will also be helping 
with safety and training. 
 
If you have an environmental question or just want 
to welcome him back, Jake can be reached at 651-
842-9213 or jthorson@chess-safety.com. 
 

 

Cool Products from the Safety 
Conference 
 
Number One Awesome Product: TESS® Tool 

If you know Carol, you 
might say she is height-
challenged.  But even a tall 
person may have difficulty 
reaching the test button on 
an exit light without using a 
ladder.  Carol doesn’t need 
a ladder any more, though.  
CrewSafe has a product 
called T.E.S.S – Testing 
Emergency Safety Systems.  
It’s a telescoping tool with a 

T-shaped tip designed to be able to push the test 
button on emergency lights.  They cost less than $15 
for a pack of two.   
 
For more information, visit www.crewsafe.com 
 
 
Slip and Fall Trainer 
Industrial Biodynamics 
demonstrated their slip 
simulator at the safety 
conference.  This is an 
apparatus that helps 
train people how to 
walk on slippery 
surfaces (such as snow 
and ice), without 
running the risk of 
actually falling (you 
are hooked up to a fall harness).  There is currently 
only one of these in Minnesota—at Westinghouse in 
Shoreview.  Since slips and falls result in some of 
the most expensive claims, perhaps this would help.   
 
http://inbiodyn.com/ 
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GuardAir Personal Cleaning System 
Employees should never use compressed air to clean 
themselves off.  We have recommended the Jet 
Black personal cleaning system in the past.  
GuardAir has a similar product with the added 
benefit of a vacuum, making it a perfect combination 
of shop vac and personnel cleaning system.  
GuardAir also carries long nozzle compressed air 
guns, made in the USA.  So there is no reason to 
have non-compliant guns in your shop.  
https://www.guardair.com/products/pneumatic-
vacuums/personnel-cleaning-station-cs3000 
 
Insect repellent, non-DEET 
Mosquitos, the Minnesota state bird, are prolific this 
year, as are deer ticks.  R&R Lotion features an 
industrial insect repellent that does not contain 
DEET, so it is friendlier for the environment (unless 
you are a mosquito or tick) and does not smell.  They 
also make industrial strength sunscreen.  For more 
information or samples, log onto 
https://industrialsunscreen.com/ 
or contact Doug Loberg at Benchside Technologies 
(dloberg@q.com or 612-760-9641).  You can 
mention you found out about their products through 
our newsletter. 
 
 
OSHA and Environmental Updates 
 
Minnesota AWAIR 
A Workplace Accident and Injury Reduction 
program is the basis for any safety program, 
identifying responsibilities, communication, hazard 
identification, accident investigation and 
enforcement of safety. The AWAIR Act used to be 
reviewed every two years, with new industries added 
to the list of those that are required to have an 
AWAIR program. That review and change of 
industries will now occur every five years. It will be 
updated again in 2019. 
 
 
Minnesota Poster Changes 
There is a new minimum wage poster available at 
the Department of Labor and Industry website. 
Posters can always be printed out for free. 
 

 
OSHA Recordkeeping and Reporting 
Federal OSHA has changed their requirements for 
recordkeeping; they will require companies to 
submit their OSHA 300 logs electronically. As part 
of the new standard, OSHA wrote about prohibiting 
disincentives to reporting injuries, such as requiring 
post-injury drug tests for anyone who is injured at 
work. We will write more about this in our next 
newsletter. Minnesota has not yet published their 
standard—they could adopt the federal standard as is 
or they could make changes to it. Watch future 
newsletters for more information. 
 
 
Silica Standard 
Along the same lines, we are still waiting for 
MNOSHA to publish their silica standard, since 
federal OSHA adopted a new standard.  
 
 
Aerosol Cans 
Most spray cans contain organic solvents and a 
propellant, the substance that keeps them under 
pressure and allows them to spray out as a mist.  The 
most common propellants are propane and 
isobutene, which are extremely flammable.  The 
cans create fire and environmental hazards if they 
are thrown in the trash and not completely empty.  
As of January 1, you will no longer be able to 
puncture the cans to make sure they are empty.  
What can you do?  Use up the container completely.  
If you cannot use them up, you will need to collect 
them in a closed, labeled container and ship them as 
universal waste – similar to how you handle 
fluorescent lamps now.  
 
 

It’s all on our blog!  Please see our blog for 
recent articles and explanations of the silica 

standard, the recordkeeping standard and the 
change in handling aerosol cans. 

 
 

Don’t hesitate to contact us with safety-related 
questions, questions about our services or to be 
removed from our mailing list. 
Carol 651-481-9787   Cell: 651-269-6150 
          carkey@chess-safety.com 
Janet 651-481-9787   Cell 612-458-4930 
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